Growth of Escherichia coli in a pulp and cardboard mill.
The coliform flora of a pulp and cardboard mill that uses birch as the raw material and ammonium sulphate as the process chemical was studied. Escherichia coli was observed to multiply in the mill. It persisted as the dominant thermotolerant coliform in the effluent. Klebsiellae were encountered among total coliforms only. The E. coli strains isolated had the biochemical characteristics and maximum growth temperatures typical to the species. However, serotyping and hemolysin test differentiated these strains from pathogenic and fecal E. coli.